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Nonclassical optical frequency combs play essential roles in quantum computation in the continuous variable
regime. In this work, we generate multimode nonclassical frequency comb states using a degenerate type-I synchronously pumped optical parametric oscillator and directly observe the squeezing of the leading five temporal
modes of femtosecond pulsed light. The overlapping spectra of these modes mean that the temporal modes are
suitable for use in real-world quantum information applications.
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Nonclassical light is not only a fundamental concept in
physics but also plays a significant role in quantum information processing applications[1,2]. Recently, considerable
research has been devoted to the sources of multimode
nonclassical states of light, which will not only be of great
value in quantum key sharing and quantum cooperation
but will also be an important tool for the expansion of
the quantum channel capacity. Recently, continuousvariable (CV) multimode entanglement using a highdimensional optical parametric oscillator (OPO) was
demonstrated in both the frequency domain[3,4] and the
spatial domain[5–7]. These multimode sources can also be
used to generate compact and scalable multipartite entangled states[8–11], which are essential for quantum
communication and computation.
Optical frequency combs, which span thousands of
different frequency modes, have the coherence properties
of continuous-wave (CW) lasers and the high peak powers
of pulsed lasers simultaneously, and have thus become potential tools for temporal multimode nonclassical light
generation. Pinel et al. experimentally demonstrated a
nonclassical frequency comb for the first time in 2012
and obtained amplitude squeezing of −1.2 dB using a
synchronously pumped optical parametric oscillator
(SPOPO)[12]. Recently, wavelength-multiplexed quantum
networks and a quantum spectrometer have been realized
based on nonclassical optical frequency combs[13]. In 2013,
we observed −2.58 dB phase quadrature squeezing of the
TEM00 mode by a type-I degenerate SPOPO that was operating below its oscillation threshold[14]. We subsequently
obtained amplitude quadrature squeezing of −0.7 dB using an SPOPO that operated in a higher-order transverse
mode state in 2016[15,16], which is promising for threedimensional space-time measurement applications.
In this work, we generated multimode nonclassical frequency comb states using a degenerate type-I SPOPO and
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directly observed the squeezing of the leading five temporal “supermodes”[17]. Unlike transverse spatial modes[18],
these temporal modes are naturally suited to use with
existing high-efficiency single-mode fiber networks. In addition, they are insensitive to stationary and slowly varying medium perturbation effects, such as linear dispersion,
because of their overlapping spectra, which makes them
suitable for use in real-world applications[19].
We consider a degenerate SPOPO with a type-I nonlinear crystal. The Langevin equation of the intracavity signal field is given by:
X
p
dŝm
¼ −γ s ŝm − γ s σ Lm;q ŝþ
2γ s ŝin;m :
q þ
dt
q

(1)

On the right side of this equation, the first term describes
the effect of cavity damping, and γ s is the decay rate. The
third term is the input coupling term, which reflects the
effects of seed light on the intracavity signal field. The second term describes the parametric interaction that occurs
between the two frequency modes. ŝk are the annihilation
operators of the downconversion fields, which are labeled
using the integer index k (where k ¼ m, q), and k ¼ 0 corresponds to the phase-matched mode. Lm;q denotes the
coupling matrix, which is related to the phase-mismatch
factor and the frequency domain profile of the pump and
characterizes the coupling strengths sm and sq in the nonlinear interaction, and σ is the coupling constant, which is
normalized with respect to the CW threshold for a simplemode OPO[20].
The mode-locked femtosecond pulse laser exports pulse
trains of the order of 104 –105 pulses, so the coupling
matrix is very large and complex; this means that the
parameter downconversion procedure is a highly complex
multimode interaction process. The multimode correlations can be simplified into single-mode squeezed states
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by the process of Bloch–Messiah reduction[21]; in mathematics, the Bloch–Messiah reduction is the diagonalization of the coupling matrix Lm;q . The newly obtained
eigenbases are temporal modes, which are defined as
“supermodes.” Additionally, if the pump profile is Gaussian, these supermodes are very close to being a set of
modes with orthogonal Hermite–Gauss profiles in the time
domain. Analogously, the supermode operators ŝk ðtÞ
satisfy the following equation:
p
d
2γ s Ŝ in;k ;
(2)
Ŝ ¼ −γ s Ŝ k − γ s σΛk Ŝ þ
k þ
dt k
P
where Ŝ k ðtÞ ¼ m Aþ
k;m ŝm ðtÞ, Ak;m represents the coupling
coefficients of the different frequency modes ŝm , and Λk is
the eigenvalue of the kth eigenmode of the coupling matrix, where the absolute values decrease with increasing
order k [20].
In the Fourier domain, when the input-output relationship is used as a basis, the quadrature noise spectrum of
the output signal field of the SPOPO can be expressed as:
δ2 S~ out;k ðωÞ ¼
ðÞ

γ 2s ð1∓rΛk ∕Λ0 Þ2 þ ω2
;
γ 2 ð1  rΛk ∕Λ0 Þ2 þ ω2

(3)

where Ŝ ðþÞ ¼ Ŝ þ Ŝ T and Ŝ ð−Þ ¼ −iðŜ − Ŝ T Þ represent
the amplitudes and the phase quadrature values of the
supermodes, respectively. r ¼ σΛ0 is the normalized amplitude pumping rate, which is related to both the pump
power and the SPOPO oscillation threshold[20]. We can
now see that the SPOPO has the characteristics of a general single-mode OPO, including optimal squeezing generation at the threshold and a low analysis frequency;
however, the SPOPO output is a set of independently
squeezed modes (supermodes), where the squeezing levels
are associated with the eigenvalues Λk . The squeezing
quadrature alternates between successive supermodes because of the alternating sign of the Λk values. The squeezing levels are reduced continuously with increasing
order k.
As shown in Fig. 1, a Ti:sapphire mode-locked femtosecond pulsed laser produced 130 fs pulse trains that were
centered at 850 nm and had a repetition rate of
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76 MHz. Its second harmonic, which was centered at
425 nm, served to pump the SPOPO. The SPOPO outputs were measured using a balanced homodyne detection
(BHD) scheme[22] with a local oscillator (LO) pulse beam
that was produced using a pulse shaper and a mode
cleaner (MC). Finally, the differences in the photocurrent
fluctuations of the BHD were analyzed using a spectrum
analyzer (SA).
The SPOPO consists of two plane mirrors denoted by
M1 and M4, two concave mirrors denoted by M2 and M3
with a radius of curvature R ¼ 30 cm, and a 350-μm-long
nonlinear BiB3 O6 (BIBO) crystal located centrally
between M2 and M3 that allows a reasonable nonlinear
efficiency to be maintained. M1 has a high reflectivity
at 850 nm and an antireflection coating for 425 nm and
is used as the input coupler; M4 has 20% transmission
at 850 nm and a high reflectivity at 425 nm and is used
as the output coupler. The cavity round-trip length is
3.94 m, which is equal to the resonant cavity length of
the laser. The cavity finesse is F ¼ 25, which leads to a
cavity bandwidth of 3 MHz and an escape efficiency of
79.6%. An 850 nm pulse laser that is synchronized with
the pump pulse in both time and space is injected
into the SPOPO to act as the seed beam and lock the
SPOPO using the Hansch–Couillaud frequency locking
technique[23]. The pump power (175 mW) is lower than
the SPOPO threshold in our case; simultaneously, the relative phase between the seed and pump beams is locked in
the deamplification regime using PZT1.
The pulse shaper with the so-called 4f line[24,25] consists of
two diffraction gratings, two lenses with equal focal
lengths of f ¼ 50 cm, and a programmable 128-pixel spatial light modulator (SLM) in the Fourier plane (i.e., the
rear focal plane of the lens). We can arbitrarily manipulate
the output pulse shape by loading a suitable function on
the SLM. In addition, we placed an MC after the pulse
shaper to filter the spatial modes. The MC structure is
identical to that of the SPOPO but without the nonlinear
crystal.
The simulation results for the pulse shapes of the leading five LOs (i.e., S 0 , S 1 , S 2 , S 3 , and S 4 ) are shown in
Fig. 2. Figure 2(a) shows the five different phases that

Fig. 1. Experimental setup for the generation and measurement of multimode squeezed frequency comb states. SHG: second harmonic
generator; Local: local oscillator.
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Fig. 2. (Color online) Simulation results for the shaped LO
pulses. S 0 –S 4 represent the five different modes.

were loaded (red line) on the SLM, with the phases shown
from top to bottom corresponding to S 0 to S 4 . If nothing is
loaded on the SLM, the output pulse shape is identical to
the input shape (S 0 ). In Fig. 2(b), the solid curves (black)
indicate the corresponding spectral shapes for the five
shaped LOs in the experiment by loading the phase in
the corresponding parts of Fig. 2(a). The dotted curves
(green) show the standard spectrum shapes for each of
the Hermitian–Gaussian polynomial forms. As the results
in Fig. 2(b) show, the spectrum shapes of the experimental
LOs cannot perfectly match the standard forms. This is
because only the phase modulation is loaded on the
SLM in the experiment, with no amplitude modulation.
In contrast, the spectral widths of the theoretical supermodes p
increase
 with the increasing order number
(Δλ ¼ 2k þ 1·Δλ0 ), but the spectrum width of the light
that is used to generate the LOs is narrower than that of
the higher-order supermodes. Therefore, a higher supermode order number leads to a greater mismatch between
the experimental form and the theoretical form. In our
case, the degrees of matching between the leading five experimental forms and the corresponding theoretical forms
are 100%, 79.8%, 66.0%, 59.0%, and 56.8%. This mismatch will thus cause inefficiency in the squeezing measurement process. Figure 2(c) shows the experimental
pulse envelopes of the LOs in the temporal domain.
Using the tailored LOs, we measured the output noise,
which was normalized with respect to the shot-noise limit
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(SNL) at the analysis frequency of 1.2 MHz with a resolution bandwidth (RBW) of 470 kHz and a video bandwidth (VBW) of 620 Hz while the phases (controlled by
PZT5) of the LOs were scanned. As shown in Fig. 3,
we observed approximately −2.0 dB of amplitude quadrature squeezing for the first supermode, S 0 ; −1.0 dB of
phase quadrature squeezing for the second supermode,
S 1 ; −0.7 dB of amplitude quadrature squeezing for the
third supermode, S 2 ; −0.4 dB of phase quadrature squeezing for the fourth supermode, S 3 ; −0.1 dB of amplitude
quadrature squeezing for the fifth supermode, S 4 . We
see that the squeezing levels decreased continuously with
increasing order k, which agrees well with the theoretical
results above. In addition, as shown in Fig. 2, the main
factor that causes the inability to match the bandwidths
of the higher-order supermodes with the fixed bandwidth
of the LO beam also accounts for the reduction in the
observed squeezing levels.
The measured squeezing values were also degraded by
various inefficiencies in the experiment; we estimate this
efficiency to be ηtol ¼ ςηξ, where ς ¼ 0.99 is the propagation efficiency, η ¼ 0.86 is the quantum efficiency of the
photodiode (Hamamatsu S5971), and ξ ¼ 0.94 is the spatial overlap efficiency between the LO beam and the signal
beam. The total estimated detection efficiency is therefore
ηtol ¼ 0.80. From these efficiencies, the inferred squeezing

Fig. 3. (Color online) Squeezing traces for the five leading
supermodes. In each trace, the blue line represents the SNL,
the black dotted line shows the experimental result, the red solid
line shows the corresponding fitting curve, and the bottom and
top dashed lines indicate the squeezing and anti-squeezing levels,
respectively.
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levels were −2.69 dB (S 0 ), −1.25 dB (S 1 ), −0.90 dB (S 2 ),
−0.52 dB (S 3 ), and −0.17 dB (S 4 ).
In conclusion, we experimentally generate the temporal
multimode squeezed light of femtosecond frequency combs
using a degenerate type-I SPOPO operating below threshold. However, the results cannot represent the upper limit
because of additional losses and the narrow spectrum
bandwidth of the LO. These temporal multimode
squeezed states are promising for use in applications such
as quantum measurements of time synchronization and
multiplexed quantum communications.
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